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(54) A gateway system and method 



(57) A video conlerence may be held with a partici- 
pant (node) being on a plain old telephone system by 
using a conventional private telephone system 53, a 
LAN 52, and a gateway system 20 that relays data, via 
a private branch exchange 10, to an information 
processing unit 54 that is on the external plain old tele- 
phone system, and to an information processing unit 
100 that is connected to an extension telephone and a 
LAN. The gateway system comprises: a modem 81 for 
receiving a call f rom : or transmitting a call to, the plain 
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old telephone system, and for modulating and demod- 
ulating a signal; multiplex/demultiplex means 82 for mul- 
tiplexing voice information and computer data to pre- 
pare a packet, or for demultiplexing a packet to acquire 
voice data and computer data separately; a LAN adap- 
tor 75 for transmitting and receiving computer data via 
the LAN; dialing means 75 for making a call to an ex- 
tension telephone: signal processing means 83 for cod- 
ing and decoding voice data; and AD/DA conversion 
means 84 for performing analog-digital or digital-analog 
conversion on a signal. 
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